
Don Samuels  

 

1. What is your understanding of gifted children, their needs, and the issues associated 

with GT (gifted and talented) education? 

 

Gifted children have unique abilities and are capable of high performance relative to 

other children.  They need and deserve to have their intellectual and developmental needs 

met, just as our English language learners and special education students deserve services 

that meet their needs.  I am the parent of an advanced learner, and have had to make hard 

choices like many other Minneapolis parents about where to send my children to find 

what best meets their needs. My youngest daughter attends Anthony Middle School in 

Southwest Minneapolis, even though we live in North Minneapolis, because that was the 

school that best suited her pace and development needs.  I know that many parents in our 

city want to be able to make similar choices for their kids – in our city, not in another 

district.  

 

Gifted students can also be twice-exceptional, which can make it harder for them to be 

identified as gifted and get the all the services they need. Some special education 

identifications, such as ADHD, can make a child’s giftedness less apparent to educators.  

 

 

2. What do you think is working well in the MPS Talent Development and Advanced 

Learner program?  How will you support the program in the future if you’re elected? 

 

My understanding is that right now we do not have full-time programming or schools for 

gifted/advanced students, and that we focus more on differentiated instruction and student 

grouping. This can be more cost-effective in some ways, and there are benefits to 

students of varying abilities learning from and influencing one another in the same 

classroom while still getting the individualized attention they need to grow at their own 

pace. If done well, this practice can allow for some level of programming to be present at 

all of our schools, so students could get this support in each and every MPS school. If 

elected, I will seek feedback – from parents, educators, and students – on what is and 

isn’t working well, not only structurally but at the individual level. 

 

 

3. What needs to be improved in MPS for K-12 students identified as Advanced 

Learners? How will you work to implement change where needed?  

 

I am aware that we have real challenges in MPS related to educating gifted students 

adequately.  While some parents feel their gifted children are being served, many parents 

of advanced learners do not feel their students’ needs are met in the district, and they are 

leaving for districts like Bloomington or St. Paul that have full-time programs or schools 

for gifted students. This is a real issue – if we want to be a competitive district, and one 

that is seen as top quality in not just the state but in the country, then we must meet the 

educational needs of all students.   

 



We also need to make sure we are not under-identifying gifted children among our 

students of color and English language learners. Just as the abilities of twice-exceptional 

learners are often masked, gifted students in schools with lower average proficiency rates 

are less likely to be identified – and less likely to receive the resources they need to 

thrive. 

 

We also need to evaluate the amount and quality of the professional development we 

offer teachers in this area so that they can more effectively identify advanced learners and 

can implement appropriate differentiation or other interventions for those students in their 

classrooms. Do teachers feel like they have the right tools and support to offer gifted kids 

what they need? If not, then we aren’t really providing the services we say we are, and 

kids aren’t getting all they need to really thrive. 

 

The School Board needs to facilitate and participate in effective communication with and 

between parents, educators, and the district on this issue.  I am focused on results – on the 

School Board, I will seek to understand better what is working and not working for 

parents and educators, and will monitor progress and goals closely and hold myself and 

the district accountable for the plans and promises we make. 

 

I have said throughout my campaign that I stand for Excellence, Equity and Urgency, and 

my belief that all students deserve an excellent education is as true for our advanced 

learners as for all other students in our city.  

 

 


