



The Minnesota Council for the Gifted and Talented (MCGT) was established in 1946 as a support and advocacy organization.  Our mission is to educate parents, educators and other professionals, as well as the general public, about the importance of meeting the educational, social, and emotional needs of gifted children.

UPCOMING MCGT EVENTS
More information about these events available at www.mcgt.net.  Please preregister for the seminars and workshops at http://www.mcgt.net/coming_up.html or call the MCGT office at 952-848-4906.  Do not need to register for the CHAT Nights or the Resource Fair if not planning to attend the workshops

· March CHAT Night, Thursday, March 3, 2011, 7pm – 9pm, District Education Center, board room, 2520 East 12th Avenue, North St. Paul.  The East Metro Chapter will host and the speaker will be Dr. Deborah Ruf, a local psychologist who specializes in gifted children.  The topics will include parenting guidelines for you and your gifted child as well as information on how giftedness differs between males and females.  The meeting will be held in the board room at the 
· Seminar on Differentiation, Saturday, March 12, 2011 9:30am – noon,  Edina Community Center, 5701 Normandale Rd., Edina,  Room 350  Speaker:  Steve Schroeder-Davis, Ph.D. is a Curriculum & GT Specialist for the Elk River Schools, consultant with the MN Dept. of Ed., and faculty member and coordinator of the Gifted Certification Program at Saint Mary’s University.  What is differentiation and why is it a good gifted education teaching tool?  How can you find out if your child’s classroom teacher is differentiating and what are the options if the teacher can’t or won’t meet your child’s needs?  Please register by the Thursday before the seminar.   A fee of $5 will be charged, payable at the door.
·  7th Annual Resource Fair & Gifted 101 Workshop – Sat, March 19th, 9am to 1pm – Resource Fair, 9-10am Session #1 – What is Gifted?, 1-2pm – Session #2 – Education and the Gifted Child, Edina Community Center, Rooms 350 & 351, 5701 Normandale Rd, Edina.  Hosted by MCGT and the MCGT Homeschoolers Chapter.  A wide range of educational vendors & products will be featured at the Resource Fair.  The two workshop sessions are specifically for parents new to GT.  Deborah Ruf, a local psychologist who specializes in gifted children, will be the speaker for both.  Admission for the Resource Fair only: $5 per family for MCGT members & $10 for non-members.  Admission for the two sessions incl. the Resource Fair: $10 per family for MCGT members & $15 for non-members.  Payable at door. 

· Individual Educational Planning Workshop – Two Part Series, April 2 (Rm 350) & April 30 (Rm 351), 2011, 9:30am - noon, Edina Community Center, 5701 Normandale Rd, Edina, no child care.
Facilitator: Kathy Geary serves as coordinator of MCGT Individual Advocacy Program and is a MCGT Board Member.  Being your child’s advocate is not easy and requires significant effort. The work, however, is worth it. In this MCGT sponsored two-part series, you will develop a concrete educational advocacy plan for your GT child for the 2011/12 school year.  This workshop is free.
· April CHAT Night, Thursday, April 7, 2011, 7pm – 9pm, St. Anthony Village High School, Rm 201, 3303 33rd Avenue NE, St. Anthony.   The St. Anthony Parent Parent Group will host the April CHAT night and the topic will be " adjustment, acceptance and alienation . . . adjusting to being different, accepting oneself as you are, and getting through school without feeling like an alien.".  This CHAT night will be geared to parents of gifted children who are new to GT as well as to those parents whose children are struggling to fit into their current school setting.  Enter through the front door of the high school & Rm 201 is located across from the office.   Please note that no child care will be provided.  
RESOURCES & BENEFITS OF JOINING MCGT

· MCGT Website    www.mcgt.net  Information about MCGT, upcoming events, resources.

· MCGT dotnet   Online discussion group for MCGT members.  Opportunity for members to connect with other parents of gifted children, post questions, and discover GT resources.
· MCGT Newsletter Outlook    Published five times annually.  Provides our members with important and up-to-date information, resources, and research about giftedness and gifted children.
· Local Chapter Meetings and Events   Speakers covering topics of interest, opportunity to connect with other parents of gifted children and to learn more about local school district GT programming.   
· MCGT CHAT Nights (Connect, Help, Advocate, Talk)    CHAT Nights are dedicated to informally connecting parents of gifted children.  Each CHAT Night starts with a brief (10-15 minutes) presentation by a facilitator on a designated topic of interest followed by small group discussion. CHAT Nights are free and open to the public. Information on upcoming CHAT Nights can be found at http://www.mcgt.net/coming_up.html
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