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ASYNCHRONOUS DEVELOPMENT

The Columbusgroup came in 1991 with the following definition of giftedness:

* Giftedness is 'asynchronous development’ in which advanced cognitive abilities and
heightened intensity combine to create inner experiences and awareness that are
qualitatively different from the norm.

* This asynchrony increases with higher intellectual capacity.

* The uniqueness of the gifted renders them particularly vulnerable and requires
modifications in parenting, teaching and counselling in order for them to develop

optimally.

EXAMPLE CASES

In the following cases one can see what is meant by and how an uneven development can cause
distress, frustration, alienation of peers and an over responsibility for others probably because
of an

Very often gifted children are seen as behind in their emational developmeant. However
considering their intensity, also called . it can also point towards an
intensity which 1s very different from the norm and therefore sometimes alarming for the
people around them. This strong reaction of the environment makes it hard for the gifted child

(o accept inside themn and learn to deal wich it
®




ANN, 8 YEAR OLD

Ann is bored at school, she is given tasks that are far
too easy but she doesn’t dare to say anything in the
class. At home she complains. {Intellectual Abilicy |2
years)

Her fine motor skills make writing a time-consuming
mightmare, letting her teacher believe she is behind and
has enough challenges in the ordinary work. (Physical
Ability 4 years)

WWhen it becomes clear she is a twice exceptional, Ann
notices the discomfort of her teacher and she comfarts
and reassures the teacher and takes the blame, ™ |

should have =aid snmething" (Emt}tinrﬂal Haturit}r 16

years).
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First Period Science Class
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Do you see any problems with these grades?
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